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ety.” He also challenges the myth that

because Union forces outnumbered and
materially outmatched the Confederates, |

the rebel cause was lost, and articulates
Lee and his army’s acumen and achieve-
ments in the face of this overwhelming
opposition. This well-written work pro-
vides much food for thought for all Civil
War buffs. (Mar.)

Birthing the Elephant:
The Woman's Go-for-it! Guide
to Overcoming the Big Chal-
lenges of Launching a Business
KAREN ABARBANEL AND BRUCE
FREEMAN. Ten Speed, $15.95 paper
(256p) ISBN 978-1-58008-887-9

tarting your own business is tough,

but learning to think like an entre-
preneur is half the battle, say small-busi-
ness consultants Abarbanel and Freeman.
Part portable success coach, part step-
by-step guide through the life cycle of a
small-business launch, the book presents
real-life stories—from the famous, such as
makeup entrepreneur Bobbi Brown and
stylish maternity-wear pioneer Liz Lange,
to startups in the worlds of baking, film-
making and high tech software. A great
deal of space is given to tools for devel-
oping the emotional mind frame to suc-
ceed outside the comfort of the traditional
workplace, and the authors devote partic-
ular attention to commitment, courage,
persistence and other traits. Later chapters
delve into the nitty-gritty of asset assess-
ment, money management, SUpport sys-
tems, success strategies and common pit-
falls. This information is backed up with
handy chapter-closing quick tips, check-
lists, action steps, real-life examples and a
helpful resource guide. With the number

.
of women-owned businesses growing in

the U.S. at the rate of one every 60 sec-
onds—roughly 600,000 launches a year,
according to the authors—the audience
for this positive, cheerful, practical book
should be substantial. (Mar.)

iroux, $26 (416p) ISBN 978-0-374-
27210-7
Books on world elites tend to focus
on the superwealthy, but political
scholar Rothkopf (Running the World) has
written a serious and eminently readable
evaluation of the superpowerful. Until
recent decades, great-power governments
provided most of the “superclass,” accom-
panied by a few heads of international
movements (i.e., the pope) and entrepre-
neurs (Rothschilds, Rockefellers). Today,
economic clout—fueled by the explosive
expansion of international trade, travel
and communication—rules. The nation
state’s power has diminished, according to
Rothkopf, shrinking politicians to minor-
ity power broker status. Leaders in inter-
national business, finance and the defense
industry not only dominate the superclass,
they move freely into high positions in
their nations’ governments and back to
private life largely beyond the notice of
elected legislatures (including the U.S.
Congress), which remain abysmally igno-
rant of affairs beyond their borders. The
superelites’ disproportionate influence over
national policy is often constructive, but
always self-interested. Across the world,
the author contends, few object to corrup-
tion and oppressive governments provided
they can do business in these countries.
Neither hand-wringing nor worshipful,
this book delivers an unsettling account of
what the immense and growing power of
this superclass bodes for the future. (Mar.)

A Crime So Monstrous:
Face-to-Face with
Modern-Day Slavery

E. BENJAMIN SKINNER. Free Press,
$26 (352p) ISBN 978-0-7432-9007-4

day there are “more slaves than at

any time in history,” according to
journalist Skinner's report on current and
former slaves and slave dealers. Skinner’s
travelogue-cum-indictment focuses most
sharply on Haiti, Sudan, Romania and
India, and is interspersed with a detailed
account of the work of John Miller, director
of the State Department Office to Moni-
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tor and Combat Trafficking in Persons, or
“America’s antislavery czar.” Skinner reit-
erates that sexual trafficking is only one
component of slavery, but devotes the bulk
of this book (when it is not following Mill-
er’s State Department career) to this issue.
The text teeters toward the travelogue,
taking the reader to “Dubai’s most notori-
ous brothel” and Skinner’s adventures in
“posling} as a client to talk to women...
{or} as an arms dealer to talk to traffick-
ers.” Nevertheless, Skinner’s story merits
reading, and not just because the cause is
noble and the detail often fascinating, such
as the moral complications of Christian
Solidarity International’s “redemption” or
purchase of 85,000 slaves’ freedom. Skin-
ner’s account of the internal workings of
the State Department and the deep links
to faith-based antislavery groups and their
special interests is seriously newsworthy
and, at times, moving. (Mar.)

A Billion Lives:
An Eyewitness Report from
the Frontlines of Humanity
JAN EGELAND. Simon & Schuster, $27
(364p) ISBN 978-1-4165-6096-8
Traveling the globe as the U.N.’s
under—secretary general for humani-
tarian affairs and its emergency relief coor-
dinator from 2003 to 2006, Norwegian
diplomat Egeland has seen the best and
worst of what humanity has to offer; in this
emotionally and politically charged tome,
he bluntly summarizes his findings. From
crises as varied as genocide in Darfur, the
2004 East Asian tsunami and the religious
fanaticism keeping Israel and Palestine
in conflict, Egeland is concerned about
innocent lives forever altered in these
situations, and actively—and unabash-
edly—bemoans the lack of financial aid
from larger nations. Tracing his passion
for social justice to age 17, when he spent
a summer volunteering for Colombia’s E/
Minuto de Dios, the special envoy, now a
married father of two daughters, has been
around enough presidents, dictators and
NGOs to insightfully share his outlook
on the conditions of the world, share fas-
cinating details of conversations usually
held behind closed doors, yet also concede
mistakes made by both himself and the
U.N. Though Egeland’s clipped and often



